10 January 2020

Welcome back!
I hope you have all had a restful break and are ready to face 2020 with enthusiasm! Thank you so much to
the children who gave me gifts at Christmas – normally I write thank you notes, but the time just got away
from me this year. Nonetheless, thank you very much.
Plea for Chess and Draughts Sets
Does anyone have an old chess or draughts set in the back of a cupboard that they
would be prepared to donate to the school? Spring Term chess club is one of our
most popular lunchtime clubs, but we have a shortage of boards and complete chess
sets, so very few children can play at any one time.
I am looking to set up a Draughts Club (although I will probably call it Checkers Club) with children in Years 2
and 3, and have no resources apart from a couple of boards and 2 sets of discs. I had the opportunity to
teach a couple of Year 2 children how to play before the Christmas holidays and I was delighted to find (once
they had the general idea) just how crafty and strategic they could be! Any unwanted sets from home would
be much appreciated.
Mothers’ Day Secrets Room
Despite the fact we have very little space, we are planning on running our Mothers’ Day
Secrets Room on Friday 20th March. The children really love it, and it also means that
you don’t have to worry about getting a Mothers’ Day present for the children to give
back to you! Please send in any unwanted gift coffrets of toiletries, or unwanted scarves
or new jewellery items for us to use to stock the room. As ever, we will have gifts from 50p up to £5:00, and
the children can choose their present and it will be wrapped and ready to come home for you. (If you donate
presents that you really, really don’t like, please can you make sure your children know this, so that you
don’t get them back again!)
New classrooms
This term is even busier than usual with the news that the new classrooms will be completed and ready for
us to move in to later on in the term. This has caused much excitement amongst the staff who are champing
at the bit to get into the new wing of the school. We have had a staff visit today to look at the progress so
far, and what’s still left to do, and have all come away thinking that the inconvenience of moving around in
the summer holidays was worth it, as the new part of the school is starting to look very impressive.
The next phase of the build involves the Year 2 and 3 classrooms, the staff room, offices and the school house
and should be completed by the end of the summer term (hopefully!)
We will send out dates for your diaries once we have the information about moving classes into the new
classrooms.

Healthy Lunchbox
At St Mary’s we do expect children to have a healthy lunchbox. There are some children who prepare their
own lunches, and these children often have a number of meat sticks, sweet foods/ cakes and sugary
yoghurts and crisps, and very little of good nutritional value.
A healthy lunchbox should include:







Fresh fruit.
Crunchy vegetables.
A meat or protein food such as slices of lean meat, hardboiled egg, (no peanut butter or
nut paste, please.)
Dairy food such as a cheese stick or slice, grated cheese, milk or yoghurt.
Starchy food such as bread, a roll, pitta or flat bread, fruit bread or crackers.
Water.
In addition to this the children could have a treat such as a bag of crisps, or a chocolate covered biscuit, or
a piece of cake.
The children have a full afternoon’s learning ahead of them, and good, healthy food can help them sustain
their energy levels for the afternoon.
Internet Safety
Internet Safety Day is the 11th February. We will be going through our Acceptable
Use policy that children from Year 2 upwards agree to in order to use the internet
safely. The most important way to keep children safe online, though if for them to
know that they can talk to you if there is a problem, and that you will help them to deal with it. These days
we can’t stop children seeing things they shouldn’t, but being ready to support them when
they do is the best way to help them.
Trading Cards
Can I just remind you that trading cards are not to be brought into school. They creep in
every year, and every year we have older children mercilessly fleecing the younger children
out of their high value cards – which is why we don’t allow them in school.
PTA
We are really looking forward to the setting up of the PTA and the greater involvement of parents in the
school. Please consider if you would like to be on the committee or be a parent class rep – it will be a great
way to get involved in school life.
Parent Questionnaire
Thank you for taking the time to fill out and return the parent questionnaire. It has
provided us with lots of useful information about how well we do things and things
that we could improve. Here is a visual graph showing your responses to the tick
sheet…
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Here are a few headlines from your comments:
Positives




The school is inclusive and tries to meet everyone’s needs
Children are generally happy and safe in school
Teachers work hard and do their best for the children.

Areas for Development




One of the areas you would like to develop is school and home working in partnership, and parents
feeling more involved in the life of the school. 49% of you said you would like to be involved through
a PTA, and this is something I am very keen to develop. Having parent reps for each class is a great
way to develop better communication.
Some of you want to find out more about what your child is doing in school.







A few of you commented on how tired the building is, and how different rooms are not very appealing
at the moment (such as the Library) and looked forward to the new build providing an opportunity
to improve the general school environment.
A number of you commented on how much you would like a male member of staff. (Although I must
say I cannot appoint someone just because they are a male teacher – they would have to be the best
teacher for the job.)
Parents would like more clubs run in school.

Skills, Attitudes, Personal Development
Just a selection of your comments below (some are paraphrased, or merged):








Children being skilled for the work place and skilled at making friends
Children who are confident, and have positive attitudes to change and to learning new things
Children who are ready for their next steps in life
Children who have a go at new things and are excited by life
Children who are respectful and who appreciate each other
Children who are able to keep themselves safe, healthy, and accept the cultures and beliefs of others
Children who are not afraid to be different and have a different opinion from others.

Jersey Life





To understand what makes Jersey distinctive – it’s history and its position in the British Isles
Continue with school trips to local Heritage Sites and natural areas
Become more involved in conservation on the island
To play an active part in island life as an adult.

Parent Workshops
Parents wanted workshops on supporting children with reading, writing, maths, behaviour and online safety.
We will put together an evening of workshops later in the school year – maybe with cheese and wine, to
tempt you along.
All your feedback has been very helpful, and will inform the future direction of the school.

News from the classrooms…
Reception
Welcome back everyone! In Reception we are looking forward to an exciting new term
with lots of new topics to explore and new skills to learn.
In Literacy this term we will be focusing on poems and riddles. We will also be
exploring stories such as the main story setting, main events and the principal
characters. We are starting off by focussing on the book ‘Potion Commotion’ and we will be writing our
own interesting spells.
In maths we will be focusing on addition & subtraction using single digit numbers. We
will also be exploring time, capacity by direct comparison and 3D shapes.
This half term our topics are; ‘Winter & Snowflake Surprise’, ‘The Arctic’ and ‘Step in to
Spring’. We will also be finding out about different celebrations such as Chinese New
Year, Pancake Day and Easter.

Through our ‘Winter & Snowflake Surprise’ topics we will be designing, making and writing instructions for
using a snow machine. We will be investigating the best materials to make ‘fake’ snow,
experimenting with ice, making frost and creating wintry art. We will also be exploring
how different creatures in the world live in different environments including the birds in
our school grounds, which we will be observing and making bird feeders for.
Mrs Le Moignan & Mrs Coupel
Year 1
This Term Year 1 will be focusing on the topic ‘Whatever the Weather’. As well as looking
at different weather in Jersey through the seasons, we will also be looking at Jersey’s
geography and the 12 parishes it has. During English we will be reading, writing and
performing poems and finishing our class text ‘James and The Giant Peach’.
In Science we will be looking at how the day length varies through the different seasons and
the different types of weather and the impact on the world around us. In maths we will
continue our work on addition and subtraction, and begin looking at measuring height and
length. In PE we will continue our work on ball skills in hockey and tennis as well as doing
some dance work looking at rhythm and sequences. We will be looking at different
resources and materials in Art, including: bubbles, salt and wax. We have a very busy term
ahead but we are very much looking forward to it. If you have any questions or queries to
pop and see me or Mrs Byrne.
Miss Rogers & Mrs Byrne
Year 2
Welcome back! I hope you all had a fabulous Christmas and New Year. We are excited
to get going this term and will be starting our new topic ‘Time Travellers.’ In this topic
we will be learning about how things have changed over time and in particular will be
focusing on toys. This will lead us nicely into our DT and Science topics where we will
be exploring materials and making our own toys. We will also be visiting the museum this
term and I will send a letter home soon with more details. In Maths we will be learning all
about measurement and in English we will be focusing on ‘Traction Man is
Here.’ Next week we will also be taking part in the whole school book
week and exploring witches and wizards in our English lessons.
Miss Hill and the Year 2 Team
Year 3
Welcome back to year 3 and Happy New Year! We had a busy Autumn Term with
trips linked to our topics, including La Hougue Bie, Ronez Quarry and Jersey
Museum.
We have lots of exciting learning planned for this term. We have
started to read the story of The Iron Man and we will be writing stories and diaries based on
this book. The children have been asked to build a model of The Iron Man at home, using
recycled materials.

In Science we are learning about forces and magnets. We will be planning and carrying out our
own experiments and finding out what we need to change or improve for it to be a successful
test. It’s going to be great fun!
Mrs Atkey-Smith and the Year 3 Team
Year 4
This Term Year 4 will be focussing on a Medicine Through Time history topic. As well
as looking at medical breakthroughs and theories through history, we will also be
carrying out research and writing non-chronological reports in English. During our
English topic we will also be reading, writing and performing Kennings
and Haiku poems and reading another class text, Wild Robot by Peter Brown. We then move
from history to Geography, with a focus on Mountains. In Science we will be covering the
digestive system and teeth followed by Electricity. Maths will continue with more
multiplication and division before moving in to graphs and fractions. A busy term ahead but
hopefully our RE learning on Buddhism and some still life art work will help to keep us
calm and our swimming and cricket sessions will help us to burn off some energy and
keep us healthy.
Mrs Carpenter, Mrs Harber & Mrs Yeboah
Year 5
This half term Year 5 will be learning all about 'Earth & Space'. The children will learn
to describe the movements of the planets and moons as well as learning about
significant people and discoveries. In art, the children will make 3D models of aliens.
The children have started their class book 'Cosmic' this week and are already
hooked! Towards the end of the half term the children will be writing their own space-themed poems
which will be entered into the Young Writers competition and children will have the opportunity for
their work to be published. Entries will be sent in by February half term and we will send a separate
letter with the competition results and further information on any entries which are published.
Miss Guillaume
Year 6
Happy New Year!
We have an exciting term ahead with lots of opportunities for cross
curricular learning. We will be starting with a study of Macbeth: this
was exceedingly popular last year and I am looking forward to some amazing written
work from Year 6. Our science and geography units are closely linked and will be taught through our topic:
Diverse Planet. We will be learning about climate zones and biomes, the classification
of living things and evolution and inheritance. We will begin the second half term with a
trip to the War Tunnels. This will start our second history unit - The Occupation of
Jersey. It is certainly going to be a busy term!
Thank you so much for all my lovely Christmas presents. They were really appreciated. Mrs Smith

